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901 West Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia U.S.A.                                                         March 1944

Dear Friends,

In November 1942 we sent our last circularletter. Since then only two s h o r t e r

newsletters came out, one in September, and one in December 1943.

The answers to these two news letters were not too favorable, and most of you

complained that we did not go on with our old, green circular let ters.  Thus I have

put together another circularletter and tried to use as much as possible your dif-

ferent criticisms and suggestions.

I hope that in the next circularletter I can bring many of your opinions about t h e

controversial prob1ems offered in this issue. As in the last circular let ter I have

been especially careful not to bring any remarks and sentences which may not c o m -

ply completely with the Code of "Wartime Practices for the American Press and t h e

U.S. Postal Censorship Regulations."                                                    Curt Bondy
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AUSTRALIA  -  SOLDIERS                                          
  

BOSI (Pte. S. Cohn) writes in a letter of November 29th, 1943, after having received a circular letter:
    "I am often thinking of those times when we used to sit in your room, listening to a lecture or to
music. I don't think I will ever forget those two years. -  You know it's funny, when I came to Breesen
I didn't like the place at all. I just couldn't get used to it. I suppose one reason for it was that it was
very hard for a newcomer to get accepted by the BreesenersÉÉ  It took me a long time to get used to
it, but soon I made friends and so came more in contact with the real Gross Breesen. Well and here I
am dreaming of the good old times.
   After having had a fairly long spell in Sydney I got sent away on a draft again. This time it brought
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me up to the mountains. As a matter of fact, I volunteered for this particular draft as Wachsi i s
thereÉÉ  The camp is situated in a beautiful landscape. It's lying in a valley, surrounded with hi l ls
which are thickly covered with bush. We are sleeping in big american tents which are more roomy
then the ones we are generally using here. We also got a very nice mess and recreation hall and so
onÉÉ  The work is very hard and often I am too tired at night for doing anythingÉÉ  It really takes a
strong will to keep on studying under such circumstances. But I've made up my mind to finish my
course. You asked me about a few details about my course. Well, here they are -. I think I've told you
before that it is a Farm Mechanics Correspondence course. The course is divided in three subjects. I .
Farm Machinery, II. Farm Science, and III. Arithmetic and MensurationÉÉ  The course is divided in
18 lessons and shouldnÕt take more than a year. I am supposed to have answered a lesson within a
fortnight. But mostly it doesn't take me that long. The course again is divided in three terms. After
every term is a term test and after the third one is a final testÉÉ  Please remember me to all the
Breesener you meet.

   The last Letter from BOSI and WACHSI  is of January 30th, both are fine. Wachsi reports that
Guenter Stranz is somewhere in N.S.W., but not in the company with him and Bosi. He is together
with Harry Peters (Hermann Pollnow ).
   PITT Õs  (Peter Hanf) last letter is from December 28th. He reports that his father, whom many of
you will remember from his visits in G.B., left his government job in Palestine to take over the man-
agement of an iron foundry.
ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ

AUSTRALIA  -  CIVILIANS                                            
  

RUDOLF AUERBACH    (Penrose, N.S.W.) He wrote a long letter on December 9, 1943. He is still on
his old place, but he has applied for a "Refugee-Alien-Certificate" which would allow him to go to
any place without a special permission, to have a radio, to drive a car, etc.

HERBERT BORN (7 Poate Road, Paddington, Sydney, N.S.W.) from a letter        December 22nd 1943.
   "The wound on my leg is healed, the first time since the first operation. My doctor thinks that
everything is now as good as it ever can be. Of course, the leg or better the kneejoint is still stiff, but
there is nothing to be done about it, I will have to put up with that for the next hundred years or
soÉÉ  I need a job where I can sit down most of the time, as my leg is not strong enough too stand on
it all day long. But, being over twenty years of age, there is no chance for me to get an apprenticeship
as a Dental Mechanic. I tried everything possible, but without any luck. The trouble was that in my
second year of apprenticeship I would be entitled to receive full wages, being over 21 years of age.
But nobody, of course, would be willing to pay that. I had therefore to give up to look for a job as a
Dental Mechanic, but I experienced the same trouble in all trades. There was nothing else left to me
then but taking on a job in a factory and doing some studying besides it. Two weeks ago I started to
work in a leathergoods-factoryÉÉ  So far I like my work quite well, but everything depends on me
now whether I will make a success out of this work or not. After New Year I will go to College and
start studying Accountancy. I will have to attend classes for 2 nights weekly, the course will take
four years before I am a fully qualified accountant. It will be rather hard for me to work at the fac-
tory during the day and attend college at night, but I know that without hard studying I will never
have a chance to get a better job. At present I am not doing the work I intended to do, but unfortu-
nately have got to do what is best for me and my health. - Since I started to work again I feel a lot
better. You can't imagine how much I missed the workÉÉ  I work long hours nowÉÉ  I don't know
whether I told you before that Pitt who married a few months ago is staying at the same place where I
am living, he is still stationed in Sydney. Herbert K. also comes very often to see me. He is still a c i -
vilian, although he tried very hard to get into the Army, but he is working in a protected undertak-
ing, and there is no chance at all for him to get out of the factory. I heard that Hans Cohn is back in
Sydney he has been in a Camp in the country for a very long time. I havenÕt seen him since he re-
turned, but Bosi met him at a dance when he was on leave in Sydney. I havenÕt seen Hanni and Jonny
for ages, but IÕl1 go up and see them after the holydays. - You may be interested to hear that I re-
ceived an airgraph letter from Mops about three months ago. She is still in England.

HANNI  (Hanna Jonas) (180 Elizabeth Street City, "Mansion House", Sydney) writes in a letter of
January 18th that she had different jobs. Now she is in a college for dress designing, cutting and
making, and likes it very much. Since last November she has "a home of my own". It's a little cottage
on top of a roof of a big city building. "I have a little verandah and a tiny gardenÉÉ  I only wished
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that some of our boys in USA would come over hereÉÉ "

KENYA             
  

JOCHEN wrote in December that he met Knirps  on the street at Nakura the other day, which was
rather a surprise, as he had not seen him for four years. He is just as he used to be. He is trying to
join up, and so I believe is Gerald (Gerhard Fraenkel ). A letter of February 10th arrived recently;
Jochen is o.k.
  

MOESCH's (Gerhard Braun) last letter is of December 14th; he is a sergeant now with the Central
Mediteranean Forces.
   "I have landed in Italy with theÉÉ  outfit. I have been attached as an interpreter for German and
Italian. I am quite happy as circumstances permit though I do look forward to return to East
AfricaÉÉ  All the best for yourself and all G.B."

From EDDA  (Cpl. M. L. Neumann) I hear pretty regularly now. He is corporal in a native pioneer
company. He recently applied for naturalization in Kenya after being in the Empire for more than 5
1/2 years. His last letter is of February 18th. He hopes to go on leave to Palestine at about the end of
April. " Ursel and Gert  are okayÉÉ  Best regards to all former Gross Breeseners".

ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND                                            
  

THEA WEISSENBERG (2, Wadhamplace, Holywell Street, Oxford) writes regularly. She is working
now in a bookshop. She writes in her last letter that the sister of FREDDY Braun got a Red Cross let-
ter of December 8, 1943, that for 6 weeks Freddy has been in camp Westerborgk where he works to-
gether with his wife as a farmer. She hopes that Bobby and his wife are also there. But we have no
news about him. - In a later letter she reports that Inge Fichmann got a Red Cross message from
Bobby that he is o.k. but we don't know the date of the message.

ERNST G. LOEWENTHAL  (7, Lyndhurst Road, London N.W.3) who took over the Gross Breesen f i -
nance department, after Schwarzschild left, and who is known to the G.BÕer who were or are in Eng-
land, wrote in November Ô43. He and his wife are all right, still working with different Jewish refu-
gee organizations. "What about Ruth Hadra, Dr. Lehmann, and all the boys in U.S.A.? - Do you know
that the veterinary surgeon Dr. A. Schwarz  recently arrived in the States from Australia? His ad-
dress is: c.o. Char1es Rosenbaum, 611 West 177th Street, New York City."

FRED TUCHMANN  writes from Tingrith Farm on November 28th:
   "Today is Mrs. Scheier's birthday and there are a few people from G.B. here. Having just read one of
your circular letters, and so we thought it would be a good idea to write to you in view of the great
event mentioned above. - I am now in the R.A.F. and have become a Wireless Mechanic. Also I have
just passed my "Aircrew selection board" and hope to start my training for either pilot, navigator or
bomber in spring. - It was very interesting to read about what all the people from G.B. are doingÉÉ
All good luck to all G.BÕers".

MRS. SCHEIER added to this letter that all is o.k. with them, that Ilse Schlesinger is at the
Univ. of Glasgow for two years to get her dairy diploma, and that Ilse Gasiorowski  left for a
chicken farm.

MICKY   (Martin Doernberg, Flora-Villa, Station-Road, Burgess-Hill, Sussex) wrote February 15th
that he is still working in the country. His chief interest is still music, especially violin.

ERWIN  Doernberg   (36, Queensway, London W 2) wrote in November. He still has his old job.

FRITZ SCHLESINGER  (c. o. Wilson. 22, Winifred Str. Provan Mill. Glasgow) writes January 30th:  
   "IÕm living in Glasgow for almost two years now. I intend however to move south with the ap-
proaching summer. I'm still working, as a warehouseman in a big storehouse, my health being not ex -
actly perfect so that I had to give up farming meanwhileÉÉ  My people seem to be healthy, they al l
have to do some work and they still stay at their old address in Upper SilesiaÉÉ  I intend to get mar-
ried shortly to a girl from Breslau".
   



529

ILSE SCHLESINGER writes on January 31st:
   "The first Breesener I picked up here was of course Fritz SchlesingerÉÉ  Then suddenly  F r e d
Tuchmann  appeared on the scene, in R.A.F. uniform. He is wireless engineer in training and is here
only for a short period. The same applies for Erich Schein  who joined the Army a short while ago.
Some time ago I heard from Lisel Ehrenberger, who works in Fifeshire on a farm and would like to
come nearer to Glasgow to have more companyÉÉ  I have never heard from my parents again after
they were deported in June 1942ÉÉ  please send my best wishes to everybody in the next circular".

CHILE           
   

At the end of December, EVA, POD and KASPAR wrote from Chile:

EVA Landecker (Graneros, Casilla 18) writes: "Some days ago I came back from the south, and shall
begin a new work on January lst. I shall accept the job of a housekeeper - they call it here "duena de
casa" on the farm on which Kaspar  is working. I am very glad that the 2 Gross Breeseners are now
together, and also that I am nearer to SantiagoÉÉ  it is a very nice landscape here, and only
1 1/2 hours from the capital.  We don't feel too much of the great heat which is now in Santiago. We
are living here in quietness and peace, and only the newspapers tell about the war. - I should like
very much to hear from Breeseners whom I know directly. Especially from Lu and Ruth HadraÉÉ with
best regards to all G.BÕerÉÉ "

   POD (Heinz Podbielski, Mensia de los Nidos, 1159, Dpto. C Palza Almagro, Santiago de Chile)
writes on January lst:
   "ÉÉ  I am very glad that Eva, Kaspar, and I have come nearer together as well in our ideas as in
distanceÉÉ  There is not much to be said about me. I still have my job in the laboratory, and am st i l l
working in the youth groupÉÉ  We are just before our third " campamento " which will be for three
weeks, and which will be composed of more than 150 young people. I am sorry that I can't take part,
because my leave of absence is at another timeÉÉ  Cordial regards to all Breeseners who still re-
member meÉÉ  "

SOLDIERS IN THE U. S. A.                                         
  

ERNEST LOEW (Ernst Loewensberg) became a second lieutenant in January. For the time being he
is on maneuvers somewhere, in this country.

ERICH  NUSSBAUM   (Pfc. Eric N.)  writes on                                                               January 4th
   Since I wrote you last I have been sent to Italy. So much nearer to where I started from six years
ago. Africa was quite an experience. I was stationed near Algiers, a picturesque but very dirty city.
I wasn't able to go into the Kasbah since this "heart of the city" is out of bounds for military per-
sonell. Frankly, I didnÕt have any desire to explore any further after seeing some of the side streets
leading up into the Kasbah. - I had a chance to also see Bizerte and Tunis, but I was only a short time
in these cities and didn't get around. All in all I have seen many new sights, and so far this has been
a nice sight-seeing tour under Uncle Sam's tutorship. - Please give my best regards to all the old
Breeseners you are in contact with.

RUDOLF HERZ who worked with Stefan Katz in England, and about whose visit here I wrote in one
news letter, writes from somewhere in the Pacific (February 5th). He hopes to be able to visit some
G.BÕers in Australia.

EVA JACOBSOHN , now in the U.S. Nurse Cadet Corps, writes on February 2nd from Detroit:
    I am getting along o.k. I finished my work at the ChildrensÕ Hospital and have been at a hopital for
Communicable Diseases since the lst of the year. I will stay here 3 months altogether. It is a huge
City Hospital with 1400 beds. We must practice strict technique at all times to protect ourselves and
others and never in my life have I washed my hands so much.

RED (Manfred T. Gordon-Gottschalk) is a corporal, and is stationed somewhere in England. He does
not like the English weather "but besides that, everything is well".

HAKA  (Henry Cornes) is still in Italy. He is very busy, but writes regularly. As he has not time en-
ough to write to many of us, he asked me to give his regards to all of you. He is fine.
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BUEH  (Gerhard Buehler) wrote on January 24th:
   I had a pass to London last Friday and it was just by chance there that I met E r w i n  Doernberg.
Browsing through Foyle's bookstore, I came across him in the capacity of manager of the Foreign,
Governmental, and Econ. dept. He wasn't too busy, so we had a chance to talkÉÉ  he was rather satis-
fied with his present circumstances esp. since he got married only a week ago. Unfortunately I didn't
meet his wife. Erwin tells me that she is an English girl, partly of German origin. She is working at
FoyleÕs bookstore too. - I talked to Leus  on the phone for a while, and I have invited her to meet me,
as I don't get very often to London. She said she would try to come down very soon, which will make i t
very nice for me.

KLAUS  (Kenneth K. Herman) just finished a special course. "Best regards to the rest of the boys".

ISI KIRSHROT  wrote somewhere from Italy on January llth:
   There is not much truth in "The soft Quartermaster". From the beginning of this campaign I have
been close to the frontlines with the exception of three days and have seen as much action as any
other soldier. The three days I spent resting in one large Italian city. I never thought that small
things like a soft bed with white linen or a nicely covered table or sitting in a famous Operahouse
listening to a good opera could mean so much. After that life I had spent for the last four months i t
was like heaven and I regretted when I had to go back. - I received my promotion to a first Lieutenant
on the 21st of December. It is not so easy to get it overseas, where you are with a company and the
company only allows so many ratings. I received a letter from Haka, he is here and I have a good idea
where, but at the moment I cannot find time to visit him. As soon as I join the rest of the company I
might find a chance. Joe Loew is in Africa and expects to come here pretty soon.

Ten days later JOE LOEWENSBERG (now Staff Sergeant) wrote:
I have been travelling and sightseeing a lot since I left the!States and could, therefore, only re-

cently write to Isi. I have been to Algiers which is a beautiful modern city and have seen Tunis and
Casablanca both of which are dirty places. Bizerte is empty of civilians and as a consequence of A l -
lied raids no house is standing any more. I was indeed impressed with the beauties of the North A f -
rican landscape which in many instances resembles Switzerland. Ð
   P.S. from January 23rd: I met Isi today. He came over to see me. He also gave me Hakas address.

HERMAN KIWI   (Sergeant). He is now together with Prince. Today (February 27th) he is in Rich-
mond on furlough.

KLAUS (George C. Freund) is still with a medical outfit. Some weeks ago he visited me here in Rich-
mond.

RUDI  (Rudolph H. Caplan) writes on February 3rd from somewhere in the Pacific:              
   "I had been on the move again meanwhile and been quite busy lately, I couldnÕt answer your letter
any sooner. I am quite well and doing o.k. My last trip wasnÕt any too pleasant and that goes for this
place too. Still we realize, that we are a whole lot better off, then the boys in the foxholes and some
day we will be able to finish this business and go home. I don't think that I'll be in "good, old V i r -
ginia" next New Year's Day, though - I had pretty good news from my brother, who managed to escape
from Denmark to Sweden last October and found work there on a farm right away! Last he had heard
from my mother from Riga. -

BROETCHEN (Hans Heilbrun) after a long silence wrote on January 13 th   from somewhere in Italy:     
   "Have seen quite some action lately, but it is quieter right nowÉÉ  I don't like this country very
much & neither the peopleÉÉ  the orange & tangerine season is now and I pick all I want off the
treesÉÉ  "

GLUBSCH (Walter Hattenbach) on January 5th wrote a letter from the Galapagos Islands:
   "It seems like every time I write you, I am writing from a different place. Yes, I moved again, this
time way down 3 degrees below the EquatorÉÉ  I don't think you ever heard of this place, and if you
didn't you did not miss much. The Galapagos swim in the blue Pacific, enough miles off the coast of
South America to make you feel lonesome at night, scared of the sharks when you think of swimming
back and kinda angry with the guys who wrote the books about the Tropical Island paradise. What do
these "enchanted Isles" look like? Well the isles are full of red sand, stones and ragged rocks rem-
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nants of volcanic eruptions, hardened lava. Volcanic eruptions took place down here not too many
years ago. The vegetation is very easily described for there is only one thing - cactus, of all shapes
and variations, animal life consists of mountain goats, all sorts of unusual birds and small very pe-
culiar lizards, little things which dash with lightning speed from underneath the rocks and look like
miniture models of pre-historic mammals. Around the Galapagos can be found some of the worlds
best fishing waters. There is an abundance of Tuna. There are no other humans besides us soldiers on
this god forsaken island. So much for the general picture. As far as our living conditions are con-
cerned they are rather primitive here, and can hardly be compared to anything we had in Panama. We
wash and shower with saltwater, which is quite a task since soap does not create a lather in connec-
tion with saltwater. Life here is under regular field conditions and pretty darned rough. Just l ike
anything else the Galapagos have a few (very few) good points. One of them is the climate, which i s
supposed to be the most perfect in the world. It never rains, the sun always shines, but it gets warm
not hot since there is a constant breeze coming from the waters of the Pacific surrounding us. The
nights are cool, and I need 2 blankets almost every night. Another nice thing is the beach, where I
probably will spend most of my free time." -
   In a recent letter of February 4th he describes his duties with the Special Service office. "We take
care of the soldiers recreational, athletic entertainment, and educationa1 activitiesÉÉ  My main job
is that of handling all equipment which ranges from Ping Pong balls to deep sea fishing equipment
and from phonograph records about that "Pistol Packin Mama" to chemistry books from the Army in -
stituteÉÉ  "

WANZ   (Otto August) at last got a furlough from Puerto Rico for 30 days which he spent mostly with
his mother. On February 14th he writes that he does not know what will happen to him after the fur-
lough. "I was on Martin Sobotkers place about two weeks ago and helped him vaccinate 1500 chickens.
Still a farmer."

PAUL  (Hirsch): His last letter arrived February 5th. He writes:
    "ÉÉ  after a nice trip we are safe at our destination. The place is not bad and is somewhere in the
Pacific. I feel fine and in the best of health, like usualÉÉ  "

PRINCE (Pfc. Hermann Neustadt) is no longer studying Chinese. He is transferred to another camp.

TOEPPER (Staff sergeant Werner T. Angress) left the country for foreign service. We did not hear
from him for several weeks.  Today (Feb.29 th ) a letter of Feb.16 th  from England arrived. He is all right.

PIMPF (Ernest L Heimann) finished his ASTP course, now in New York on furlough.

TEDDY  (T. Sergt. Heinz Dessauer) is on his way to foreign service.

So is  KURT  (Pvt. Kurt Herrmann).

GEORG (Cpl. George Landecker) is still in the same camp. This Weekend he is in Virginia. He and
Jessie just left Richmond (Febr. 27th) and are on their way to, Hamlins. Tomorrow they intend to see
Hyde Farmlands.

WALTER  Mielziner: In a letter of February 27th he  wrote that he will not be effected by the reduc-
tion of the ASTP. He just completed the basic terms, was promoted, to Pfc., and is just beginning with
an advanced course at the same college in South Carolina.

ERNST (Sergt. Ernest J. Cramer) finished his studies at the West coast, and is now again in the East.
Some weeks ago he visited me here. -  No special news from Hans Georg Hirsch.
   This report was finished on Feb. 29th.

U.S. CIVILIANS                          
  

TRUDI  Lewin, (552 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.) writes on February l8th:
"I have gone a step further with my education since I last saw you; I am going to college now. I

started at Temple University a few weeks ago. Am going three nights a week, my subjects are English
Composition and National Government. I could not take any Science courses now, I had intended to do
this, but there will be no such courses for beginners before September. I like school very much, a l -
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though a lot of time has to be put into it." - She has a new job in a very nice looking flower shop  -
She has applied for her second papers.

PAM  (Dr. Paul Schreiber, 6549 Northumberland Street, Pittsburgh 17,Pa.) He reports that No rbe r t
Wollheim  is in a concentration camp. He received a letter from Gadchen :
    He is already a citizen of Bolivia since last April, has been very successful  and is quite satisfied.
He hopes to become a member of the Corporation of Inter-American health serviceÉÉ  "GadchenÕs
letter made one point very clear to me. His - and probably the general adjustment problem in South
America is entirely different from ours. There, the emphasis has to be on preservation of the old
ties. Keeping the old standards, etc., and here, we are faced with a tremendous adjustment to new
standards, values and traditionsÉÉ  I realize that it is not easy to do that. But if we want our chi l-
dren to look at this country as at their homeland, we have no choice. - Personally, things haven't
changed very much here. In about 6 weeks, I hope to graduate. I would prefer to get a job with one of
the larger Jewish Federations in the country. But I don't know yet, whether that will be possible. I
also don't know what my Draft board is going to do." - In a letter of March 12th Pam reported that he
graduated as a social worker, and that he probably will do research work.

INGE   (Salomon-Schwarz) - 1003 S.Oak Street, Champaign, Illinois - wrote:                     March 1944
   "Dear Friends: I imagine you all know that I have been here in Champaign for quite some time now,
where Guenter - that's my husband - teaches Physics at the University of Illinois, and since our c i r -
cular letters have been mimeographed at the place where I work - the Hillel Foundation - for the last
few times, I thought you might be interested in knowing what Hillel is and what we are doing there:
   "We" is the Rabbi - who is acting Director and I - acting as secretary, bookkeeper and general al l
around "Shammes", and lots of students who carry most of the program. Our full name is "BÕnai BÕrith
Hillel Foundation" an organization which is dedicated to serve the cultural, religious, and social
needs of the Jewish students on the American college campusses. In peacetime our program is, of
course, quite different from what it is now, as - naturally - the needs of civilian students are very
much different from those of the military men on campus. In peace time main emphasis is put on
classes (religious and general), bookreviews, forums, talks and lectures by famous and important
people, and - of course - social events. Now our main purpose is to serve the Jewish military men on
campus,!here at the University of Illinois we have an active program to which the men respond
splendidly. These are some of the things we do every week: On Friday night we have a Sabbath Eve
Service which is followed by a Social hour. Saturday afternoons we urge people to come up and listen
to the broadcasts from the Metropolitan Opera in New York. In the evening we organize parties and
dances in different girlÕs houses on campus. Sunday mornings we buy lots of Sunday Papers and
about 300 people come up every Sunday to read them (they don't omit the "Funnies" either - don't
worry!) - and we serve a traditional Jewish breakfast  - lox and bagel - that is an American Jewish
"delicatesse" which I imagine most of you don't know. Sunday afternoon we have a classical music
hour and when we started it, we were amazed about the wonderful turn-out we got. Of course, we are
open all week and the boys and girls come up to play ping-pong, use our library, and read the news-
papers and magazines, we subscribe to just about all the important ones in the country, - in short, we
provide for them a place where they can go at all times. These are just our routine activities though,
during the year the civilian students organize many different affairs - lectures, movies, discussion
groups, plays, parties, shows, etc.
   I am very happy in my work for "Hillel" - it gives me an opportunity to do what I have wanted to do
always, to work with young people and help them very often if they have trouble and difficulties.
   Good wishes to all of you, wherever you are - I know I owe many individual letters - you'll get them
- just wait, but I am waiting for very many myself. I do hope they will come too."

MANFRED    (R. Lindauer, R.D.3, Box 42, c.o. Schein, Lakewood, N. J.) writes on March 9th that he i s
now more or less in charge of a 6000 layer farm. His boss is also his father in law. His fiancee i s
Hilda Schein who is making her degree in social work. She will be Mrs. Lindauer in June.

PRINCEÕS PARENTS bought a chicken farm in New Jersey. I hope we can report more about it in the
next circular letter.

WOLFGANG STEIN  writes on March 12th: (this Letter arrived after the agricultural part of the
circular letter was already closed)
   "ÉÉ  First I - better we three - have to thank you for all the good wishes and want you to follow our
example. Frank is 10 weeks now, weighs about as much as he supposed toÉÉ Our pastures grow a
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little better, I have the cows on the pasture for 2-3 hours daily, have to feed them hay besides. This
winter was rather mild, after the bad cold in December. If we are lucky we can have some wild pas-
ture in about 2 weeks, and then discontinue feeding hay. The land around van Eden is not cultivated,
brush and savannah, and is good grazing in spring until end of May. Then I have to have summer-
pastures again. I plan to plant 10 acres of sudangrass for the first grazing, and 2 x 5 acres of biloxi
soybeans to alternate with it. Last year I had both kinds mixed, but the grass crowds the beans out.
Besides I will plant 10 or 15 acres of soybeans for hay. If this should work out, it should give me
ample grazing and hay. I intended to plant 1/2 acre of sugarbeets, but will leave it, I will not have
time to care for it properly. Their advantage would be to have fresh feed in July-August when the
pastures are driest.
   I have 12 cows now, 2 heifers in breeding age, 2 of one year old, 2 of 4 months old and 2 just born
heifer calves. I just bought a bull, a purebred Guernsey, 18 months old. This leaves me still short 1
cow for the necessary amount of war units. The board has given me 1/2 year time to make it up. After
I had some bad luck last fall with some cows, I seem to be more lucky lately. My last fresh cows turn
out to be good and I got heifer calves of the ones I wanted most. And they dropped their calves with-
out trouble. One gets so used to troubles, normalcy is already something to be thankful for."

AGRICULTURE  -   REPORTS AND PROBLEMS                                                                  
BRAZIL             
 

   Following are parts of letters from JUWA (Hans Rosenthal, Fazenda Nova-Breesen. Rolandia,           
E.F.S.P.P., Caixa postal 26) of:                                                                                         August 15, Ô43
  The report of Wastl concerning Avigdor (in the 12th circular letter) I have read, of course, with
special interest. I always try to draw parallels to Brazil, and then I see how very different the life
there is. There, obviously hard work with great sale difficulties, but common spiritual work and
community-life - here, relatively easy agricultural work, faster advancement, but no common basis.
It is a pity that Avigdor had to be in Argentine, and that Rolandia could not have the same import-
ance. We like to dream about how good a settlement here could be with some financial help at the be-
ginning and how promising. (Our land has increased in value about 30% since we bought it through
the ILA, and the land is easy to sell)ÉÉ
   When I read the smaller reports of the boys from England, and especially from Australia, I feel
how strongly the boys are taken from their original way, and how they are supposed to go quite an-
other way from the one they thought they would follow. Of course, the question arises then how this
could be changed, if and how we could helpÉÉ  You know my preparedness for a meaningful work af-
ter the war somewhere. We hope that at least some friends can come here, whom we can help without
calling for outside financial supportÉÉ
   On Nova-Breesen life goes on really fine and satisfactory. We are here now for about five months,
and every day has been rich with new experiences. We do not have much social lifeÉÉ  Sometimes we
ride on horseback to Jahu and very seldom to Rolandia (17 km) for shopping. I don't know whether
you can imagine our life on the fazenda here? We don't have a real farm here yet. The two horses we
have, are mostly on the pasture; so are also the cow and a calf (the Milk is only for ourselves). Be-
sides that we have three pigs, which we are fattening, and which we feed from the house. Taking care
of these animals takes about two hours a day. Thus my work is not as Wastl describes his, but espe-
cially in the management of four other facendas. With that I can make so much money that we are a l -
ready able to save some. We are waiting for the first coffee crops to really build up. That does not
mean that we are beginning already to make pastures for the pigs, and that we are beginning to have a
small pig breeding.
   Probably we will build a barn this year, but we shall do quite slowly without new investments, and
only by the profit we get from selling pigs and part of our crop. We have about 30 "Morgen" under
the plow  which other people take care of, and which is planted with corn, bean, and partly with cot-
ton. I get one third of the profitÉÉ  I think that you can understand now something of how we are
living here, and I would like you could see it in realityÉÉ   
   In a letter of December 20th he writes:                         
   Agriculturally we are just coming in a splendid "conjuncture" which is very helpful for us. Be-
sides our overall plan, our special plan is to grow peppermint to get menthol. We intend to plant
about the middle of June and July some 65 "Morgen" of peppermint which is changed into menthol in
distillation-apparatus on our own facenda. Investment and work are paid for already after the first
year, and as we are offered fixed contracts for three years we intend definitely to plant mint. The
great advantage of this crop consists of the fact that we have already a crop after six months, that the
prices are guaranteed, and that our soil is very good for itÉÉ  These prospects are really advanta-
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geous (toll!) for us. Not only will this enable us to go ahead on a larger scale, but we will then be able
to help othersÉÉ

CHILE           
  

KASPAR   (Juan Rosenthal, Graneros, Casilla 18) writes in a letter of December 29th:
   "I am still with my old job, and I still like it very much. I have already been here for two years and
eight months (He is now 21 years old) I must say that I have learned a lot already. The dairy makes
good progress, and we have a reasonably good production. We are still, however, far short of our goal.
To develop a bad dairyfarm into a good one takes about ten years in this country. But if at the end
you have bad luck, and the herd gets foot-and-mouth disease, and if the disease is a very serious one,
you may loose everything. That has happened often. - There is no time for reading and such things as
my whole day is filled with work. I get up in the morning at 3:15, and I am busy with small pauses
until 6:30 P.M. Though I am not working so much physically, the long day is very tiring, and in the
evening I always fall in my bed dead tiredÉÉ  "

KENYA             
  

JOCHEN Feingold (Mbogo. P.O. Songhor, Kenya, British East Africa) in a letter of Dec. 5, 1943:
   "I am, in the middle of the coffee picking just now, after having finished the maize harvest, a few
days ago, and I will soon start to reap a small 5 acre plot of wheat which has done very well, and
which is the first ever grown in this whole district. This was just an experiment and I may try and
plant more wheat on a larger scale next year. Of course, the great question is labor and machinery,
mighty rare and difficult items to get hold of. - So you can imagine I am pretty busy and often work-
ing for 14 hours and more, and there seems to be very little time for anything else but work. I man-
aged to buy a very fine pony the other day which is a great help, and I am able to get about much
quicker, and can really do twice the amount of work with less energy. And of course, besides that I
really do like horses and I am already very fond of this one, which is about the fastest and nicest I
have ever ridden. Now don't smile, and refer me back to my article about farming, in which the poor
old horse - in general - does not get off too well.

AUSTRALIA                     
  

HERK0   (Pte. H.P.I. Cohn) writes on:                                                                    November 25, 1943
   ÒYes, Bo, believe it or not, I am making head way for the land. Now and always. I quite admit that
this is not because of our ideas regarding the Jewish problem, the latter is not acute enough here to
bother about at allÉÉ  I am just in negotiation with somebody now about a land sale. It's a very good
place, about 60 acres and I can see great opportunities there. Lets hold both thumbs. This is by no
means a contradiction to what I told you earlier in the year. But a man must make a living somehow
and more than that if he is also interested in other people, and I have worked it out this way. It wil l
be the most decent one, the best one and also promises a bit of happiness, because I know the job well
and I like it. So far to answer your questionÉÉ

WACHSI   (Pte Herbert (Gerhard)  Wachsmann) wrote at December 18th:
   "I spent a week in Sydney; from Dec. 1 to 7th, the most time of which I was busy at the College,
University, etc. One day, we were allowed to watch the post mortem of a Jersey cow at the University.
That night, we had a lantern lecture at the Tech. about the skeleton. And on another day was an ex -
cursion to the Hawkesbury agricultural College where we were taken around. We also spent one
morning at the abluttoirs, together with the meat inspection students. It was very interesting, a l -
though, it did not quite fit into our subject. It is too elaborate. In the evening was again a lantern
lecture. It really was a well spent leave.
   When I was at the college the idea occurred to me, that it would be nice to go to the University
and!study, veterinary science. But I donÕt think, there is much of a chance for me. - At any rate, I
sat for my final examination yesterday in camp and hope to be able to tell you the result in my next
1etter.
   I finished the third lesson of my new course (Diesel Engine Operation) almost, and probably wil l
be making the first term test by the time I get an answer to this letter. You know, talking about the
conditions for us after the war, I think the best way of looking forward to them is with "Abenteuer-



535

lust 2". It will be good to see what I will be able to do; and actually start life. Do you get my idea?
   Bosi and myself got permission to study in the orderly room it is too noisy anywhere else. But
sometimes we just cannot study somebody has the wireless playing next door and we just cannot help
listening if there is good music coming through and this happens comparatively often."

PALESTINE                    
  

TRUTZ  (Alisa Tworoger, Ejn Hashofet, Haifa P.O.B. 1346) reported in a letter of January 20th, very
enthusiastica1ly that her group is supposed to build up very soon a new settlement. Only one who
knows those settlements can judge what this means for a new group. I hope we can report more about
it in the next circular letter.

ENGLAND                 
  

ILSE SCHLESINGER (The West of Scotland Agricultural, College, Glasgow, Blythwood Square)
writes                                                                                                                          January 31, 1944
   "ÉÉ  I have left Scheiers last October and started as a student at this college. I must say I was ra-
ther lucky to get this far and it was really through Miss Underwood (if you will remember our first
G. B. Stronghold on her farm) that all this happened. She brought me into contact with one of the
greatest agricultural scientists in this country, Sir John Russel (Director of the Rathamsted Experi-
mental Station for the last 30 years). Sir John was simply unbelievably kind and interestedÉÉ  I t
took me quite a time to get used to college life, after nearly five years of practical work, but IÕve done
quite well so far, even though I am at a great disadvantage as I have not had efficient enough school-
ing!at homeÉÉ  We are deep in exams and I have to study a lot to keep up with it all. WeÕve got such
a lot of different subjects: Organic and Inorganic Chemistry, Physics, Pract. Chemistry Lab.work,
Botany, Botany Lab.work, Manures, Soils, Farmbuildings, Cereals, other Crops, Bacteriology, Farm-
bookkeeping, and some more things to come - so you see I am pretty busy.

CANADA                
  

   In a letter of December 4th GOETZ (Bill) Weiss,  a brother of Rudolf Weiss, wrote about his ideas
concerning agriculture:
   "I never expected to get a chance to complete my education. Before coming to Canada I had my mind
all set on agriculture. At the time it seemed to be the only possible future for us. However, I came to
realize that farming is a poor man's occupation and no matter how much energy you put into it, i t
does not seem to get you anywhere. During part of the summer vacation I worked on my sponsor's
farm. It is a dandy, but it merely proves my argument. The man who is looking after it works mani-
fold more than the ordinary fellow, in the city. Nevertheless, he makes hardly enough money to keep
body and soul  together. Due to existing conditions, farmers in this country and I believe in the U.S.
too, have a hard time to get enough labour to do the necessary work. In a way, I think, it is unfair to
advise anybody to take up farming. Even if all the Jewish people would live on the land it would not
do away with anti-semitism. In my opinion anti-semitism cannot be eliminated for many generations
to comeÉÉ  "

EVA  Jacobsohn who read this letter writes that she probably does not know that boy who wrote the
letter, and goes on:
   "Anyway I certainly do not agree with this statement that farming is a poor manÕs occupation. It i s
true that a farmer works more than a fellow in the city for less material gain, but it seems to me that
there is more than just material gain to consider. I have seen a lot of farms in different parts of
Michigan. Those farmers canÕt be considered poor men, on the contrary. They make a living for them-
selves and their families and above all, they seem to lead a more content and happy life than many a
city person. May be I am prejudiced, but that is the way things look to me. -"

SANTO DOMINGO                             
  

MARIANNE SCHUELER wrote a letter to Lu end of December. -  They have a hut with a thatched
roof which they have improved with roofingpaper. She has 3/4 of an hours way (forth and back) to get
water. Works very hard and evidently has no time for anything except the daily chores. She wrote

                                                
2 Thirst for adventure



536

that it was no use to stay with Dorsa which definitely has failed.
U. S. A.             
  

HEINZ LOESER   (Lou -Ann Valley Farm, Decatur, Michigan), writes in letter of Jan. 28, 1944:
   "You probably get a lot of letters about Army life now and I thought it might be interesting to
bring you back to a farm discussion. Farming has undergone immense changes in the last two years,
and I often think about it. The direction is towards larger farms with more machinery. Right here in
our district took a change place from 50% tractors 50% horses 2 years ago to 90%tractors, 10%
horses today. Everybody rents land in order to make full use of his equipment and not have i t
standing around idle and deteriorating. The small farmer cannot figure on renting larger equipment
like Combines, Cornpickers, Haybalers, Threshing- machines, etc. because the farmer who owns the
mach. always harvests his own fields first and by the time he goes to the next one some of the crop i s
already lost through the loss of time. I see only one way out, which is cooperative owning of tools and
also marketing. The large future farm (and now already) with its massproduction makes the price of
the product. We have one large onion and celery farm here in Decatur with 800 acres of muckland.
They have Cletrac-tractors with tank treads for plowing and working the ground. Have planting and
harvesting and cultivating mach. They import 200 colored men, or Mexicans or whatever they can get
for labor and can make a very good profit with their products where the next door neighbor with 10
acres of the same crop each loses money at the same price. - There are only very few farmers com-
pared to the mass of all farmers who realize this fact. They donÕt want to organize, they don't want to
be told, they just struggle along and are dissatisfied. One way out would be naturally higher prices
for the products, but I doubt they will come. Right now we are lucky enough to have a market for
every product we produce. If we would have in normal times a hog production for instance like in
1943 with a free market price, the price would be so low that everybody would go broke. I am person-
ally not very enthusiastic at all for cooperative farming of small farmers, but I cannot see any other
way out. These problems naturally will not appear until the end of the war."
   Still some facts about Loesers farm: 70 acres, they raised over 100 hogs this year - partly regist.
Poland Chinas. They raise mostly corn, wheat and oats, hay - four acres asparagus and a few acres of
other vegetables. They also raise a baby for 4 1/2 months. (See under Second Generation).

WOLFGANG STEIN writes in his last letter (February 17th) from the Van Eden Farm, Watha, North
Carolina:
   "The farm outlook, is not so pleasant. We had some good weeks in January which helped the pas-
tures, but for the last 2 weeks we had again more than enough rain and cold weather. I bought 2 new
cows, one is very good, the other one I had to take along with her and she is a young heifer, which
still has to improve. I hope to be able to manage somehow until spring, when the grass will grow, and
when I will have to plant again. Farming like every other business centers around money."

DACKEL AND LU  (George and Luise Tworoger, Larkedale Farm, McHenry, Illinois) are now living
for some months on a farm again, where he is managing a large dairy. Some days ago he wrote about
his work:
   "Very slowly, I am beginning to see some progress, but it will take a long time before I will be able
to call our herd a good herd. The control of the disease problem is a "several-year proposition". I
came to Madison, Wisconsin tonight to buy about 15 heifers to replace the ones I have shipped to the
Stockyards. I am trying systematically to clean out the herd, but I am afraid that we will have to sel l
about 50% of the herd as "hopeless cases"! The rest of the animals are very good stock and with those
I shall buy we ought to have a pretty good herd, as far as our dairy is concernedÉÉ  The bacteria
count is down to 8,000, which is pretty good for any herd.

MARIANNE  Regensburger (Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana) writes in letter of February 25 th :
    "This is an attempt to give a more detailed account of the reasons, which led to my statement that
in all probability I would not go back to agricultural work. - Needless to say that I donÕt pretend to
be able to make any generally valid statements, but that I am just outlining my personal views.
    As I told you before, I believe that agricultural work for girls has a connotation, quite different
from the one it has for boys. The way I look at it, it just means doing housework, sometimes perhaps
interrupted by an afternoon of work in the fields, which certainly is not enough to either give you a
real experience of the joys of agricultural work, or to give you any real insight into what is going on.
   If you remember, there always was a demand to work in the garden or in the fields on part of the
girls in Gross-Breesen, but if there was any response to that demand at all, it had the nature of a
privilege  granted. There never was any question as to whether the girls after all did not have the
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right  to do the same kind of work and acquire the same skills as the boys. If a girl ever ventured to
claim that right, there was envy and violent attack on part of most of the boys. Generally speaking,
however, this claim was not taken seriously at all (in many instances not even by the girls them-
selves). It may be remarked in passing that consequently we left Gross-Breesen as "unskilled work-
ers" to a far greater extent than the boys. -
   It seems to be an attitude characteristic for European men, to expect personal services from women
and in the case of a cooperative undertaking of the Hyde Farmlands type, to designate these personal
services as an essential part of the work of the group. -
   Many objections are levelled at this underlying attitude much more than fit any particular i l -
lustration of it in the past, though it would not be difficult to give them. - I think that this attitude
if it is at the basis of the mode of labour-division of a group can result in nothing but a subordinate
position of women in that group.
   It is true of course that some married couples succeed in working out a mode of collaboration,
which is satisfactory for both parts. But in this case the arrangement is voluntary and if a certain
amount of inequality still exists it exists by choice of the persons concerned.
   The situation is different however in a cooperative undertaking. There is no question of choice of
the individuals, and the work that has to be done by girls, that is house-work, assumes the propor-
tion of a moral obligation to the group. Acknowledging this fact, I don't think that there is any way of
escaping that obligation, once a person joins a group in which the attitude outlined above prevails, I
don't even think it would be fair to do so.
   My conclusions therefore are: There are other fields of socially useful and personally satisfying
work, in which this initial inequality does not exist. Therefore I don't see any compelling reasons to
go back to agricultural work and most certainly not to an experiment of the Hyde Farmlands type.
   I hope I didn't put my view-point across in an exaggeratedly rash way - and if I did so it was for
the sake of clarity."
 

ARGENTINA                     
 

   I am especially glad that the following letter arrived in time. The translation of the letter and the
two supplements was made by Dr. Jesse McCOY, a colleague and friend of mine, who is known to many
of the Hyde Farmlands group.
  

WASTL  (Carlos Neumeyer, Colonia Avigdor, Est. Bovril, Entre Rios.) writes:             October 1943
   "Dear Friends: - At long last I shall try again to give you a somewhat detailed report about us. It i s
truly impossible for us to write as many personal letters as we should like to. And so a collective
letter like this will at least serve to prevent a complete breaking-off of our contact with each
otherÉÉ Our parents have made themselves more and more at home. In the summertime my mother
suffers greatly from the heat and declines badly every time. However she picks up nicely at other
times. We want to try to find for her this summer another place in a higher altitude.
   Lisbeth and I have always very, very much work to do. True, Lisbeth has the daughter of a colonist
to help her, and I have a native farmhand for the field work; nevertheless, our undertakings are so
extensive and complicated that we always are very busy. We now have 65 hectars under the plow. Of
course, we are not cultivating grain (flax and wheat) very extensively for the market. For as usual,
when the volume of export is small, the prices for these products are very poor. One can hardly
speak of any real returns from that crop. The cultivation of food crops for our own use is more im-
portant. Even in those we were dealt a serious blow by a long drought last summer, during which a l -
most all the corn was lost. Moreover, we are sowing a lot of grazing crops for the cattle. For that pur-
pose we have already found a number of productive and suitable plants. We have not yet found a
pasture crop that is really well adapted to local conditions, though several are being tried out. As I
have already written before, the question of getting the proper permanent fodder crop for this place
(alfalfa doesn't do well) is one of the most serious problems that confronts us - to it we give much
time and thought. IÕd like here to thank Ernst Cramer again for the papers on that subject that he
sent to me. We are very grateful for suggestions of that sort, for we are still not very well pleased
with the experiments that have been made in Argentine.
   Our herd has grown and improved in quality. The market price for cattle is very good, thanks to the
large export of meat, and offsets somewhat the poor price for grain. Dairy farming goes forward very
slowly. Although one notes a certain progress in comparison with former years, production is still so
small that there are still no profits to speak of.
   In the raising of chickens we are practically at a standstill. Eggs are bringing a good price, and we
have a good income from that source - except, of course, that this year the net income is lower, be-



538

cause of the fact that the poor yield of corn has forced us to buy most of the food. We have gotten good
results from our brooder, which we usually operate during the whole six months of winter (part of
the time for hire). This year, however, the shortage and the poor grade of oil has made it hard for us.
In normal times we will buy a larger brooder, for our present one, with its capacity of 150 eggs, i s
not big enough for a real increase in the size of our flock. Since there are only a few brooders in the
colony besides ours and since the natural process alone does not suffice, the Cooperative is getting
month old baby chicks for the colony from a large chicken farm near Buenos Aires. Although these
chicks are doing well, they are naturally rather expensive, and this may well not be the final solu-
tion of the problem.
   In general it can be said that the agricultural situation is decidedly better than it was a year ago,
thanks above all to the good price for cattle. Nevertheless, it is not yet good. The poor prices for
grain, which I have already mentioned, were especially bad, considering the fact, that almost al l
things necessary on a farm such as sacks, replacement parts, machines, wire, nails, sheet metal, even
lumber have gone up many times in price, some of them are unobtainable. Consequently, the produc-
tion cost is substantially increased, and the improvements necessary even in so young a plantation
are mostly impossible. Even though the colonist has today a bare sufficiency, he still has a hard
struggle, and this situation will not change much in the foreseeable future.
   We have been concerned so far with the overall situation in the colony. It can be said that the c r i -
sis reported two years ago is today past; in spite of that, as already shown, the agricultural difficul-
ties, though smaller, are still far from overcome. If two years ago the drift back to the city consti-
tuted a danger, that too is past now. To be sure, it happens that one or another person, for personal
reasons, leaves the colony, but the ability of the colony to carry on is no longer harmed by that. The
confidence and selfreliance of the colonists has grown; they see meaning and value in their work and
feel well off here in spite of all the work and the privations. That is true also - and this is most im-
portant of all - for the young people.
   There are problems enough, even so. Earlier I wrote of the situation with respect to communica-
tions. There are some improvements. A lot of work has been done on the roads. The colony has ob-
tained a state postal agency, whose postmark you can read on the envelope. Even more important is
the telephone line which has been run into the colony. There is still much to be desired however be-
fore we can have fast and cheap transportation for our products. We hope that decided improvements
will be possible after the war.
    A lot has happened in these years to raise the colony in the eyes of the outside world. That is no
inconsequential thing. For what good is it for Jews to labor and produce on the farm if nothing or
only distorted ideas, of this work is known to the outside? Therefore, the ICA has rightly taken great
pains to see to it that the authorities know as much as possible of the work in its colonies. Repre-
sentatives of various government agencies and organizations visit us often and the success of these
visits is splendid. For, since the creation of a middle class of farmers and a varied economy must be
the aim of all sound agrarian policy in this country of large estates and a one-sided economy, this
colony, where we strive toward that very goal, always makes a good impression. There is, therefore,
no lack of appreciation from Argentine officials. Last year the governor of Entre Rios visited the col-
ony, with ministers and other very high government officials. And just recently the newly-installed
governor in the new regime (who is a brother of the president of the republic and also a high officer)
announced his intention to visit the colony for a day and a half, together with the minister for agri-
culture, the mayor of the provincial capital, Parana, and other officers. This visit had to postponed,
however, because of the heavy rainfall. Considering the circumstances, the announcement of this
visit created a sensation. It should be mentioned also that the colony has already carried off many
high prizes in agricultural exhibits and just recently, in the great exhibit of Buenos Aires, won first
prize for a special kind of wheat.
    If, then, there is already considerable understanding and recognition of our work among the A r -
gentine Officials, the same thing cannot, unfortunately, be said of those who should really be closest
to us - the large number of Jewish immigrants from Germany who live in Buenos Aires. Up to last
year, the picture drawn almost entirely from those people who had left the colony and who justified
themselves by spreading only evil about the colony. It was a common notion in Buenos Aires that
here most people were hungry, that they lived only on charity, and that they stayed here only until
they could get the carfare to Buenos Aires. We were able to make the first dent in this notion, when,
on my father's seventy-fifth birthday, several gentlemen came here for a performance by our theater
group of the last scene of Stefan ZweigÕs "Jeremiah". Among these gentlemen was Guenter Fried-
laender, who edits a Jewish newspaper in Buenos Aires. They could be convinced by their own in -
spection that positive and constructive work in the best sense was being done here.
     Those were, however, only a few, though influential people. In order to get an idea of our work to
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more people, we made a great advance half a year later. Our theater group rehearsed "Jacob's Dream"
by Beer-Hofmann. We chose that very play, and not some easier drama that would have appealed to
the public taste, because we wanted to symbolize with it our task as Jews. We went with it to Buenos
Aires and put it on in a large theater that was completely sold out. That's easy enough to tell now.
But what obstacles had to be overcome! Even from a financial standpoint it was a great gamble. Our
very considerable traveling expenses had to be covered by the receipts from the performance. How-
ever, nobody wanted us to go to Buenos Aires. Most people, steeped in the evil, false ideas of the col-
ony, were of the opinion that all our people would forthwith remain in Buenos Aires and forget all
about coming back to the colony. Moreover, many felt that it would only show that the young people
don't really work in agriculture if they concern themselves with dramatics. And, finally, what could
such country bumpkins show the fastidious people of a world city about acting! Even our few friends
advised us strongly against it: such a difficult play as "Jacob's Dream" could lead only to failure. We
did not let anything stop us, and we carried our plan through. In the working out of the numerous
technical problems, in the sale of tickets, etc., we had the greatest support from our friends. It was,
however, one of the most anxious moments of my life when the lights went down in the hall and more
than a thousand people looked toward the stage - people most of whom had come only for the pleasure
of looking in a charitably patronizing way at the ridiculously boring performance of these poor
wretches. Their astonishment was ever so great. Our actors were sure of themselves and by their
skillful acting produced a convincing effect. The spectators were thrilled, touched, and stirred. In
short - it was a very great success.
   We used our stay and the impression that our performance made, as still another means of fur-
thering an understanding of our work. Above all we took pains to make contact with the Jewish Youth
Groups. We arranged an exhibit of the work of the colony, which thousands visited and which cer-
tainly did much to dispel some false ideas about the colony.
   The immediate success of this trip was surely great. Not only that Avigdor was the topic of the day
in Buenos Aires. We have succeeded in giving to a large number of German Jews a better picture of
Jewish colonization in the country, and in general they can assess a little better the significance of
this colonization as it affects the position of the Jews in Argentine. We have made some valuable
connections and dissipated some prejudices. But we are not satisfied. With scattered exceptions,
people still do not have a genuine understanding of the significance of Jewish agriculture; the ser i -
ous will, to apply oneself to the task and the willingness, to make sacrifices are still lacking. The
German Jews in Buenos Aires have already forgotten everything and learned nothing. It is a rather
disconsolate picture in many respects. And so there continues among us the feeling that we are man-
ning a rather isolated post.
   Yet, exceptions prove the rule. And even if our efforts, to bring young people from the city into
agricultural training here are so far fruitless, there remains the fact that some individuals have a l -
ready found the way from the city to the country. Above all the greatest success of our relations with
the city has been that we have found the right Jewish teacher - and, incidentally, one who was d is-
satisfied and wanted to make a change in his work. Some of you know him, at least by name, from the
youth organisation of the "C.V.", Dr. Kurt Julius Riegner (called "Kuju"), and his wife, He was prac-
ticing law in Buenos Aires, and his wife had a splendid position as secretary. The unsatisfactory l ife
there led them to apply here when we were looking for a Jewish teacher. It was a risky thing to do.
For the Riegners did not conform to the picture of a village teacher which is fixed in the minds of our
predominantly orthodox rural Jews - a teacher who is at the same time cantor and "Schochet". How-
ever, a "Schochet" was found. Several young people took over voluntarily and performed very nicely
the duties of the cantor in religious services. The experiment worked. And - aside from the fact,
basically important for the future of our colony, that the children are receiving solid instruction in
the Jewish school - the whole activity of the Riegners in the Jewish cultural and social life is of the
greatest influence on the colony. And the Riegners themselves wouldnÕt think of going back to Buenos
Aires, even though they must get along here with only a fraction of the income that they enjoyed in
the city.
   For everyone who has any interest at all in youth work can find here a fruitful field for activity.
There are all sorts of things to be done, even in this still limited field. I believe that it would be
hard to find another group that could equal our young people in the variety of organizations and ac-
tivities, which are carried on under conditions that are still far from easy. I have already spoken of
the theater group. It puts on regularly two performances a year, which surpass in richness some of
the provincial theaters in Germany. Of course, these performances call for many months of the most
intensive preparation. In earlier letters I spoke of our cultural work, particularly of our discussion
groups. Recently our sports group is considerably more active in football and track. Useful things
are worked in, such as courses in Spanish, courses in sewing and needlework for girls, and recently
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for the younger ones the by no means unimportant dancing lessons combined with instruction in et i -
quette. It is especially significant that, seen these younger people, who unlike us did not bring a
solid foundation with them from Germany, participate very actively and positively in all these ac-
tivities.
    But let us not cover up the unpleasant side of the life here. In a community which is so narrowly
confined, which is slightly isolated in spite of all our efforts, and in which we seldom see a new face
- in such a community, one comes to know himself very accurately, almost too accurately. Everyone
knows the faults of the others, and so - human nature being what it is - would rather sweep before
the other fellowÕs door. Hence there is no absence of friction and occasional conflicts. It is, perhaps,
more serious that the ideas which should carry the whole group along are only slowly taking a real
hold on the people. That is true for example, of the concept of cooperativism; although, as described
in earlier letters, almost all buying and selling is done cooperative1y, the idea of cooperation car-
ries over only very imperfectly to the individualism and egoism of individual settlers. Some time ago
the young people drew up five principles which are to form the basis of our whole work. These are
very good aims, but please don't think that they are already completedly acknowledged even among
the youth.
   These are difficulties that should not be overlooked. But difficulties exist to be overcome, and our
experience so far gives us courage to go on. We cannot, however, accomplish everything by our own
strength; we need to have people coming in from the outside, bringing with them new ideas and sug-
gestions, or only new faces. Our isolation constitutes a certain danger to human and spiritual con-
tinuance. We are very grateful, therefore for all the suggestions that we get from the magazines, etc.,
that some of you send, such as "Selecciones del Readers Digest", "Time", "Jewish Record", and we are
very glad to have every such item that is sent. We should be very much obliged if you would send us
the texts of good modern plays for our theater group.
   I have tried to report to you a little bit more of our life here. It is varied, almost too varied. It i s
exhausting and galling. Sometimes it almost seems to us that we have taken too much on ourselves -
all this work for family, camp, and colony. We have to think about everything. But finally we work
things out and are as result in good spirits. And we have thereby the good feeling of being able to
lead a full life, in which all of our work, in our occupation as well as in the community, is directed
toward a high goal: the realization and strengthening of the idea of Jewish Settlements.     
   Best regards, WASTL
                                              Enclosure with the letter of October 1943.                                                                     
  

   As a supplement to my letter - documentary support, as it were - I should like to add 2 documents.
   1)  The criticism of our performance in Buenos Aires. This article appeared in the Argentinischen                          
Tageblatt, the largest German-language, democratic newspaper in South America. It was written by                
Livia Neumann, the best known emigre writer in Buenos Aires.
   2)   The five principles of the Avigdor Youth "Union".

1.   JACOBÕS DREAM  -  A  Performance by the Avigdor Youth "Union".                                                                                                           
   There are values whose original significance is dulled through daily use - there are figures of
speech whose beauty fades because they become trite phrases. That fact must be borne in mind when
the expression "Spielleute Gottes 3" forces itself upon me arbitrarily now that I have seen this play.
However, I can find no more, appropriate description. For this was no amateur performance by
artstudents - theater-lovers - it was a festive performance, by people of genuine faith, enthusiasm,
and seriousness. They are "Spielleute Gottes", who are working a strange, new earth far from the big
city; who are devoting their scant leisure to serious cultural activity; and who are absorbing them-
selves in works which they have with honor saved from the flames of the funeral pyre, brought over
the ocean and into camp in the primitive and abandoned desolation of an Argentine farm settlement.
   This young guard from the Jewish farm settlement  of the JCA in Avigdor, in far-off Entre Rios,
consists of men who scarcely six years ago were pursuing their "cultural professions" in Berlin, or
Breslau, sitting at typewriters, studying law, or following the stock market - of women who were
visiting beauty parlors, arguing over fashions, or at best wielding stenographers' notebooks. Today
they know how to manage scythes and tractors, they can milk cows, and their nails know nothing of
red lacquer.
   A small part of the so hard and still, - because it is full of meaning, - so joyful life of these people,
was transmitted to us in this Beer-Hoffman dramatic poem, "Jacob's Dream". A very young director,                        
who has never studied dramatic art and who earlier was engaged in the ready-made clothing busi-

                                                
3 God's actors
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ness, has performed this wonder: in the hands of this highly gifted young man, Rudi Sandmann, a
theatrical company has been formed which does the truly astonishing. The linguistic form of this
wonderful dramatic poem would make the highest requirements of even trained professional actors;
and these young people, who have acted for only three years, many of whom were children when they
came here and therefore have never been in a real theater, performed this immense task apparently
without difficulty. As a result of their long, untiring, and patient rehearsal, we were able to witness
a performance that was really surprising in its acting, its diction, and its stage technique. The chief
actors were really excellent; we must mention above all Siegfried De Levie (Edon) and Alfred
Friedemann (Jacob). Outstanding were the players of the two female roles, Irene Tichauer and the
small Ruth Lenkieviez, the latter of whom is only seventeen years old and knows the theater only
from the plays in Avigdor, in which she herself takes an active part. However, all the others, who
cannot be mentioned individually, complete without fault the splendid ensemble. The meaningful
simple, extremely clever stage sets - really only modest copies of the original sets at Avigdor - were
done by Lichtenhauer and Sichel. The especially large audience applauded the actors with enthusi-
asm.
   It was an evening in the theater which not only made a deep impression, but which gave us some-
thing to think about. For we live apparently in an upside-down world. It is not the city-dweller who
carries culture to the land, but the land comes to us, putting to shame a generation of shirkers that
dabbles harmlessly on the surface of the time, that is whirling, light- hearted, and afraid of convic-
tions. To this generation the land brings its high standards, its energy, its spirituality, und i ts
all-conquering, productive optimism. Among these people there is growing up a new, creative gen-
eration which shall build a more beautiful future.                  (L.N. Argentinische Tageblatt, 21.8.42)                                         

2.   AVIGDOR YOUTH UNION                                        
1)   We demand that our people be honorable and truth-loving. We expect them to be sociable and co-
operative in their relations with their fellowmen. Envy and jealousy shall not be found among us. The
fulfilment of duty and the consciousness of responsibility shall be cherished above material profit.
2)   We wish to be farmers. We know that we have before us a life that is hard and full of work, and
that we shall have to suffer many privations. However, as we bring forth the products of nature and
the soil, we shall find joy in this free and honest creation. Much patience and long-suffering will be
neccessary if we are not to become discouraged by adversities and setbacks. We are firmly resolved
to overcome all difficulties in order that we may lay in our settlement the foundation for a lasting
existence; not for the moment only, but for the future, - for us, for our families, and for the com-
munity.
3)   We will be conscious of the fact that we are important not as individuals but only as members of
the community. The nucleus of our community is the family. We will keep it clean and pure. On the
family will the colony be built up. Its progress and its development gives value to our work. Its good
name we will protect as we do our own. The inventory of the colony is ours. Every single one of us
must, therefore, contribute according to his strength and skill. In that way we shall help ourselves
and the community. The idea of cooperativism, of working together, shall direct our thoughts and our
deeds.
4)   We are grateful to the Argentine Republic for its hospitality, for the privilege of living in this
free country. We are duty bound to obey the laws of this country to the letter, to observe its customs,
and to make its speech our own. We have been admitted as farmers. True to our promise, we will work
the soil, devote all our strength to the progress and development of the country, and promote i ts
welfare.
5)   We are Jews. We are proud of our history, in which an unshakable faith has overcome the gravest
sufferings and persecutions. We fight for the future of Judaism. We set our hope on "Erez Israel", the
center of the human, spiritual, and religious regeneration of our people. Our own task it is to cooper-
ate in the revival of the "Galut". To that end the transformation of the Jews in the several countries
is necessary, and the actual starting point for that purpose is the creation of strong farm settle-
ments. It is up to us to promote the work of Jewish colonization in these countries and thereby to lay
the ground work for the reorganization of our community. Every one of us, according to his ability,
has his place in this great task. This shall be the meaning and the goal of all our labors.

THE  SECOND  GENERATION.                                               
  

CAROL JOAN Loewensberg , born July 22, 1943
   "She is a quite normal baby, no genius or anything like that. Carol has blue eyes and her hair i s
still blonde, but she has not too much of it. She is very tall, but not a bit fat, just right in our opin-
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ion. She laughs a lot, especially when she gets the attention she likes to have. She eats up everything
she can reach; no matter, what it is, food, a dress or my fingers, she puts it in her mouth. She turns
around from her stomach to her back and back again and is very happy about it. With my help she
can sit, even stand up and likes that better than lying down the whole time. All in all, she is a very
friendly baby and a lot of fun to us."

MARJORIE ROSE Loeser
   "Now (February 1944) that our baby is a little over 5 months old I think you would be interested
how she is coming along. As far as we can tell she will be a real farmer's girl judging by her appetite.
She weighs now close to 15 pounds and still has her blue eyes and brown hair and a pretty rosy com-
plexion. She is awfully sweet and now in the stage where one really can talk with her and she under-
stands pretty well what you mean. She naturally is our joy and pride, and it seems if it wouldn't be
for this terrible war, we could be completely happy. She naturally has to divide her attentions
equally to us both and it seems Heinz always finds an excuse to be in the house now and then to play
with her.
  

FRANK NORMAN Stein,  born January 3rd, 1944 (8 1/2 lbs).
    Ten days after the boy was born a letter from Wolfgang arrived, complaining that "baby wash and
care" should have been included in Gross BreesenÕs training. He may be right!
     Febr. l7th: "Yesterday I was in town and as Ilse and baby are due for a checkup with the doc, but
roads and transportation are so bad, we don't know who will drive her there or when. I was in his of-
fice and got the advices as far as possible. He is o.k. his sight is right. We weigh him twice a week on
a kitchenscale and compere the weight with the book. (You must not think that we raise him like
Pimpf planted the garden in H.F., one hand the plant, the other hand the bulletin), but there are a lot
of good books on that subject. But without weighing you can see him grow too. Imagine if he would go
on gaining 10 oz. per week, how much he would weigh in 5, 10, etc., years!

FREDI FABIAN  has a child too. It must be now approximately one year old, but that is all I know
about it.

Likewise I did not hear about FRANK  and INGE' s child in Adelaide.

YOGI Mayer is stationed in London. He hopes to be a father in April.

KENNETH Tworoger , now (March) about seven months old. Mother's report:
    "Well, you know that Ken is wonderful. He is quite a big boy by now, strong and healthy, and if
you see him you would not believe that he was such a tiny, skinny little thing when he was born. He
weighs nearly 17 lbs. now, is rather fat, has light blond hair, not very much, though, and big shiny
gray eyes. He does not resemble either one of us. He loves to laugh and is generally very happy, ex -
cept when something goes against his will, you should see his fits of temper and the angry little face
he can make. He has been making great efforts at creeping for some time, but does not get very far, he
can sit very nicely in his high chair, and he can eat Graham crackers, but just about as skillfully and
gracefully as I eat with Chinese chop sticks. He is awfully wild, and more then once has he knocked a
bowl or spoon out of my hand. - I hope that you will meet him soon and find out how intelligent he is,
nobody believes parents if they say that about their children."

MANUEL and JUDITH Neumeyer  - Wastl writes in October 1943:
   "ÉÉ  Please be informed of the most important events in our family: we now have two children,
Manuel (2 1/2 years old) and Judith (1 1/2). Both have developed extraordinarily. Manuel is very
much advanced for his age, clever and intelligent, and at the same time a regular "Lausbub 4" Judith
is indeed lively too, but in general well behaved, and she has much charm and grace. She is already a
great friend of animals; and, when she rides with Papa, it is only after a great fuss and crying that
she is persuaded to dismount."

OUR ATTITUDE.                           
 

    In the last few months I have thought much about a problem which I want to present to you as basis               
for a discussion in the circular letter.                           

                                                
4 Rascal
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   Incidentally, there are two different problems; the one which deals with our attitude (Haltung) for
ourselves, and the second, how such an attitude could be of general importance.

                                                                                  I.
   The first question is whether or not the attitude which we tried to realize in Gross Breesen can also
be maintained in quite other situations, in the "real life" in which we are now living.
   In the last few weeks I got three letters dealing with the same problem. A G.BÕer girl expresses
parts of it plainly. She writes: "Sometimes I wonder why you taught us attitude and self-control, and
all the many other things. I expect you did not think that they would make life so much harder for
us. The friendship we used to know at Gross Breesen and the values we put on each other are not pos-
sible to be applied or used in our present lifeÉÉ  "
    In other words, but in the same sense, a boy in Australia wrote: ÒI will tell you why I think it was
a failure, because you forced your ideas into us more drastic than necessary and when we came into
the different countries we only realized that we had followed only your ideas blindly without know-
ing of any others. To get at the right thing and do the right thing you have to know as much as pos-
sible of all the proÕs and con's that wasn't tought to us. I do not know whether you did that on pur-
pose or not. Perhaps you will tell us about this sometimes."
   The third letter was from boy in this country who wrote half-jokingly, half-seriously that he asked
according to G.B. principles for exactly the amount of gasoline that he really needed, but got only a
third of it.
   We all know what we have to understand under our Gross Breesen attitude. Thus I will formulate i t
here only very briefly. Our people should be able and willing to lead a full and intensive life; a l ife
valuable for us and for others. We wanted to become men and women who are honest, self-controlled,
responsible, and altruistic. Real honesty towards others is possible only with a great amount of con-
sciousness and honesty towards oneself. Therefore clarification was and is one of our most important
methods.
   We know now still more clearly than before how absolutely important consciousness is, especially
for people who have to go through many difficulties, disappointment, and stress. Only with this
awareness - as one supposition - can people stand such a life without becoming discouraged and
cynical.
    Now, we never thought that this attitude is a special Gross Breesen invention and peculiarity. The
old youthmovement, many progressive boarding schools, etc., were striving toward the same aim. It i s
basically the same attitude many people try to realize, in certain sects, in denominational groups,
political circles, universities, etc. Sure, the number of people who are consciously striving for this
attitude is extremely small, but haven't you yourselves had the experience too that all over the world
we meet people who want the same?
   Certainly I know very well how enormously difficult and often nearly impossible it is to lead a life
as we want to do it: in our relationship to other people, especially to the other sex. I know how diff i-
cult it is to realize our principles of honesty and decency in a situation in which most of our people
are now, living among soldiers, nurses, students, farmers, and struggling for their life and for get-
ting ahead. But all that is not a sufficient reason for giving up the whole attitude, and not trying to
realize us much of it as ever possible, if we believe it is right. I think, it is not neccessary here to                                         
discuss that - and why we believe so.
   Besides, you know as well as I do that the giving up of our attitude, following the way of the mass of
men, would not satisfy us at all. He who has once experienced this kind of intensive life cannot go
back to less without losing much. It is the same with music: he who once has really experienced good
music needs and appreciates good music for his whole life, and is not satisfied only with the usual
superficial music.
   Thus my answer to the different letters is quite clear. I answered the girlÕs letter, saying that I
know how difficult her situation is. However, if I had to repeat once more such educational work as
we did in G.B. - and I hope I will - I certainly will educate people basically in the same manner as I
did before. And to the Australian boy I answer that I will do it with the same emphasis as before.
That doesnÕt mean that I wonÕt alter some methods and that I wonÕt try to apply what we learned in
the last few years.
   I do not overestimate human beings. I have lived with them in all modes of life, also in very despe-
rate situations: in prisons, in refugee- and concentration camps, etc. I found that in the most per-
verse situations, and with most wayward criminals, it is possible to maintain - to a certain degree -
our attitude, and to make it appreciable for those people.
   I could understand that sometimes some of you, especially if you live very much isolated from your
real friends and people who think as you do, feel that our attitude makes life more difficult and
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harder for you, and you may ask, what sense is it just to maintain this attitude as one person among
thousands of others who live more easily and without certain restrictions? I have answered this
question partly. But more than before I believe that each one who represents our attitude is just now
very important, and each one who gives up means a real loss. I want to make this clearer in the next
part of this article.

I I .
During recent years I have often meditated about the question, what will happen after this war? How
can people think that this will be the last war? Don't all political, economic, and moral developments
point to another war? Doesn't only hate and resentment, which have never been stronger than just
now, prevent a lasting peace? I am afraid that this is right, and I am convinced that with the present        
attitude of most people in all countries, a lasting peace must be impossible. I don't believe that peace
can be maintained in the long run by force only. Thus, there remains only one answer - change the
attitude of the people and make them honest, decent, understanding, and altruistic.
   Well, now, many of you who may have followed me up to this point will say, that is sheer idealism. I
do not think so, I am realistic, and I don't allow myself to fool myself and not see the situation as i t   
really is at this moment, not see the world in all complications, with all insanity, with all conflict-
ing tendencies. Thus, I maintain that one of the absolute necessities for a lasting peace is the com-       
plete change of attitude.
   You are indeed right to ask how that may happen and why this did not happen before. I think there
is a development in mankind, and not only in the technical field. My one supposition is that there i s
a possibility to develop in all man the wish for a decent and peaceful life. That is not new indeed.
New, however, is the possibility to make men more conscious, and thus to fight against resentment,
hate, and senseless and destructive egocentricities, and to teach them to live in a community. Here,
in this new possibility to make people aware lies the enormous value of Sigmund Freud's work. New
are also the methods of individual, group, and mass education which are up to now not at all used to
their full extent.
   I don't believe that this war is the last one. But I do believe that now at least we know the ways and
methods of bringing men to a new attitude, and by this - combined with new political aims and a new
social and economic order - to a longer lasting peace. I do not believe that all men can be brought to
this conscious attitude. But I do mean that in each country an elite can be educated toward this con-
scious, responsible, and altruistic attitude, and I do believe that it is possible that actually the best
men in a nation should and can be the leaders.
   Now you will understand why I am - from quite another angle - so very eager that we maintain our
attitude, and help to bring as many people to it as possible. - Very similar to my opinion is that of
Dorothy Thompson: "Only the rebirth of our civilization in honesty, decency, intelligence, and truth
can save democratic society. Only the creation of the leadership of the democratic nobleman can sup-
plant the armed adventurer."   -   What do you think about that?                                                      Bo.       
ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ                          

SUPPLEMENTS.                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                         March 16, 1944:                           

After the different parts of the circular letter were already closed, some more news arrived:
   I am very sorry to have to tell you that Wastl's mother, Mrs. Elise Neumeyer, died in Avigdor on
February 2nd. Nearly all of you knew her from her visit in Gross Breesen at the wedding of Lisbeth
and Wastl.
  

   Today a letter from ARCO (Kurt Wonntschowski, Sao Paulo, caixa postal 4173) arrived. He is o.k. a
second son arrived.

GEORG Landecker writes on March 4th about his visit to Hyde Farmlands;
   "Dear Friends: Many of you will be interested to hear from Hyde Farmlands, since I was there re-
cently I will tell something about what I saw. - We, Jessie and myself, went to Richmond and spent a
day with the Hamlins in Burkeville. Of course, we went to H.F. also.
   It was just a short visit, but a rather sad one. The house looks fine, well taken care off, it is full of
tenants, but the farm is not the same any more. - One thing strikes you at once, there are no more
chicken and you don't need to worry about running over one. It makes the place look strange. All the
houses are empty and in need of cleaning. Mr. Franken told me that he can't get any help and the eggs
prices are very low, while feed is high. One of the cinder-houses and two tobacco barns burnt down
and there is nothing left except some rubbish. - There is a tenant-farmer in Mr. Pigs' house, he is
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going to farm about 30 acres, he uses the cowbarn and has some nice cows in there. One familiar sight
is Tommy, Red's hound, and of course old Lou and Rowdy, who still do a good day's work, if there i s
someone to work them. - I hardly saw anything of the berries, they seem to be dead alltogether, only
the cherry trees are still growing.
    I guess that is all I have to tell you after that short visit, except that the Hamlins send their best
regards to everybody; and that goes for me too, sincerely yours,                                               George"

PIMPF left ASTP, and may soon leave the country.

RED   (Manfred Gottschalk) wrote from England, March 3rd; he is O.K.

RUDI  Caplan's last letter is of Febr. 26th. He is O.K. - was promoted to Pfc.

GLUBSCH wrote March 9th, that he is fineÉÉ  "I went on a deep sea fishing trip, but did not catch
any fishÉÉ  "

ERNEST Cramer was in Richmond at the beginning of this week, and just now another sergeant,

HERMAN KIWI  telephones that he is here.

PAUL Hirsch writes from Hawaii,                                                                                       March 3 rd  
    "ÉÉ  The island Hawaii is similar to the sunny Italy, may be a little more rain and mud but it i s
truly tropicalÉÉ  The native girls are good looking and wear the same dressing like those back from
the States and if some one tells you they run around with those famous grass skirts, is a liar and has
never seen HawaiiÉÉ  The language is made up from 12 letters but to speak or to remember words or
names is impossible for me. After all is a pleasure to be in Hawaii, but I am not for the fun here. I
feel closer to war hereÉÉ  To Prinz, K. Herrmann and all those who visit you my greetingsÉÉ  ".
ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉENDÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ

CURT BONDY, 901 WEST FRANKLIN STREET, RICHMOND 20, VIRGINIA                            May 14 th  1944
Dear Herko:
   I am a bit sorry that I did not answer your letter of March 25th which arrived at April 26th before
but I had so many letters to answer and besides some other things to do (!) that I could not do it be-
fore. And I am afraid that you will not be quite satisfied with my short answer to your long letter. I
read the letter once more with a great deal of interest right now. And I am really glad to see how you
are taking life which certainly is not easy for you. But, you really make the best out of it, it seems to
me.
   I hope very much that these regulations for the emigree soldiers and your naturalization will give
you the same rights as the other Australians have, and also the right to serve in the fighting forces.
Certainly, our boys here are luckier with that here. They are citizen and do have the same rights
than the others have. Most of the boys are now Sergeant and Staff Sergeants, and one Lieutenant first
and one second class. But, that is not the most important thing in the world and I hope if the war i s
over you will be full Australian.
   I found your expose about the politics of Australia concerning newcomers very interesting indeed
and I wonder what will come out of it. Do you know about the studies of the American Rabby Stein-
berg who made big plans about a Jewish settlement in Australia?
   I hope you are again completely alright with your foot.
   Yes, I read also Wilkies book "One WorldÓ with great interest but you probably know that he re-
signed from the president race as he had a very small of supporters in some state elections,
   It is not necessary to write you much about our people because I hope that by the time the 13th
circularletter will be in your hands, and so you will know all the news. In England are now: Toepper
(with a parachutistÕs regt.), Bueh, Pimpf, Kurt Hermann, Manfred Gottschalk and in Italy: Haka, Eric
Nussbaum, Isi and Moesch.
   Well, and some boys are still in this country but waiting for their transfer soon.
   ThatÕs all for today. Write soon again and all good wishes yours, Bo.
ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ
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A Letter from the United Kingdom !
Sunrising Cottages, Edge Hill, near Banbury, Oxon. Great Britain.                                       May 1944.                  
Dear Friends,
   we have tried it. We have tried to get, a circular letter together. It took longer than we thought, for
it is some three month ago that we got BoÕs suggestion to make one in this country.
   I would like to lead you all to a place somewhere in England and letÕs call it Friday night. A Friday
night as we had them so often all together. And this particular night it is the group in England doing
it.

   TRAUT:  Dear Friends, I have criticised BoÕs last C.L. so much that I really should try to help
producing something better. After all, BoÕs letter was more like an advertisement page than anything
else. I think we want that too, because we want to know where the various people are and what they
are doing, but that isn't enough, otherwise the C.L. will turn into something what was called "Rund-
briefe Alter Primaner 5" by Jochen. -- I think apart from talks about one's daily life the C.L. should
contain talks of general interest, discussions as far as wartime permits on outlooks for the future,
wishes for a community life or against it, description of books, titles, and authors. I have read quite
a few things lately which I enjoyed very much;
   STEFAN ZWEIG: "The World of Yesterday" - his life as biographer, pacifist, in fact from the secure
years of 1880 until he went to Brazil. He met many famous people, Rodin, Rilke, Herzl, etc. - UPTON
SINCLAIR: "Worlds Ends", series of four books. Story of a young rich man of international parents
living in an international world of all parties that existed since 1900. As all books by Sinclair it i s
very socialistic. - THE DEAN OF CANTERBURY: "Socialist Sixth of the World" - nonfiction. A view of
modern Russia and its advances since the Soviets took over. - M.HINDUS: - "The Red Earth" and
"Mother Russia". Hindus is on a mission from America who goes back to Russia as a journalist several
times and views its advances and disadvantages. - ADRIAN BELL: "Cherry Tree", "Corduroy", "Silver
Ley". The authors life on a 50-acres farm all the year round. Life and outlook are often similar to the
dreams of some of us in G.B. I always enjoy to read the books by JANE AUSTEN: "Emma", "Pride and
Prejudice", etc. They have such peaceful atmosphere which is so unknown to our lives. Or Bronte's
"Jane Eyre" and "Wuthering Heights". Very strange to read but very enjoyable are some of the books
by CAREL KAPEK, e.g. "War against Newts".
   I can't think of any more books just yet but it would be fine if somebody else would suggest some
more next time. There is always time to read even if one is dog-tired after one's work.
   It would be nice if some of us could meet again sometimes; even if we haven't seen each other of
years there is something in us that bridges those years as I noticed when I met our American boys. I f
anyone of you comes to London and I know it before-hand I can always manage my off-duty because
there are plenty of shows and concerts that are really worth while seeing. - I hope our attempt to
make a C.L. will please you. With best wishes to all of you,                                                Yours, Traut.
                                                       

   KOLO:  Dear Friends, this article of mine should be put as a question rather than as a statement.
But previously I had asked the "Brains Trust" to answer this question, but so far I am left without an
answer. The members of the "Brains Trust" express their personal opinions spontaneously upon
questions of all kinds, embracing politics, science, psychology, education, etc.
   This is the question: how will the future generation of Germany adjust itself to being peaceful and
prosperous people among the other European nations? My question to the Brains Trust really was as
follows: What does the Brains Trust consider to be the solution of the problem of the re-education of
the German Youth after this war?
   In this article I would like to suggest a solution myself and with it comes a direct question from me
to Bo. I ask for his opinion as a paedagogue and an authority on education. This education of the
young generation of Germans between the ages of 9 and 20 will be one of the most important tasks for
the future. It is perfectly clear, that it is impossible for the teachers at present in charge of classes
in Germany, to make a complete "volta face". And to deny to their pupils what they have quite re-
cently been asserting that the "Fuehrer" is always right. Even if it were possible to get them to do it,
the educational result would be nil. Equally unlikely seems to be the proposal, that teachers st i l l
living in Germany who didn't fall in with Hitler's educational method, and who thereby lost their po-
sitions, should return to their profession. The number of persons in this case likely to be available
is almost certainly not adequate to the demand of their services.
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   There seem to me two possible ways which combined might result in a satisfactory solution of the
problem. There are a considerable number of men, mostly refugees from Germany in this country and
America who are teachers with academic training and who, since they have come abroad, have also
come into contact with the other systems of education, especially the democratic system. These men
were either of Jewish blood or not accepting Nazi ideologies, and were by the Nazis considered unfit
to train the German Youth. Could men like these not help to bring about this change of education
which is required for the young German generation? Unfortunately in a way (but fortunately in an-
other) there are not too many of them. There should, however, be a number of British and American
teachers who speak German fluently and know the German people and their ways who would act as
"stiffeners" to the teachers already mentioned by virtue of their completely democratic upbringing.
If they can work together results of the best kind should be achieved.
   What do you all think about it? I would be grateful to Bo. if he could let me have his opinion on this
matter. He must have thought about it himself many a time and I am sure that his solution would be a
good one. -  With best wishes for all of you wherever you may be                                Yours,  Kolo.

   INGE FICHMAN:  Last Saturday a friend of mine who is an organiser of a local youth club invited
me to go along to the "Conference on Youth Service". It was a new and a very interesting experience.
Great efforts are being made to improve conditions for young people. Every child must have the op-
portunity to develop mind and body in such away as to enable him or her to take the place as a re-
sponsible citizen. There must be a good home life, the influences of the family are the earliest and
strongest of all; although a good home does not entirely depend on the amount of money available i t
cannot be overlooked that money plays an important part. Family allowances were suggested.
School-leaving age must be raised to 15 or 16 years. Also there is going to be part-time education
after leaving school, probably in the form of night schools. Young people must be given a chance to
choose jobs according to their talents and inclinations.

During the last few years a great number of youth clubs and youth centres have been opened to give
young people recreation and a chance to meet others. Discussion groups, lectures, and games are the
attractions. Still more clubs are needed to help educate youth and give them better interests than
just dancing and films. Although most of the plans and ideas are post-war plans, a good deal can be
achieved now. War-time conditions are hard on young people, leading them into all sorts of tempta-
tions. By giving them good clubs they can be taken off the streets and out of the public houses. Young
men and women must be prepared for marriage, the proper way to bring up children and the running
of a home. Schools are going to be improved, children will be able to have the freedom of choice, of
course under the guidance of teachers. Schools must prepare children for life, for citizenship.
   The conference was conducted in a very new and significant manner. About 15 youth organisations
had sent up to six representatives, mostly youngsters, some of them still at school. By forming d is-
cussion-groups the young people had to give their views on the various subjects put before them and
to put forward suggestions which will be dealt with. Such conferences are being held all over the
country and youth should get a fair deal.

    THEA WEISSENBERG: Dear Friends, as Stefan writes: are you willing to send out a circular letter
from this country? I agree; why should not we be able to do so? But shall we? Let's see! Stefan writes:
"It is a long time since Gross Breesen or rather its spirit wrote to us "and" we havenÕt been very
pleased with the last issue etc." May I ask, what is the spirit of Gr.Br? I feel like a Breesener - but
really I have not been a pupil of Gr.Br. I am a friend of it because of the spirit of Gr.Br. but may be I
did not understand Gr.Br., as you did, the real Gr.Br. and may be I don't understand at all what i t
means. I should be rather thankful if you would tell me - if possible in the circular letter, all about
it.
   Probably it is because I see the life from a different point of view: I have been very pleased with
the last circular letter. I am much older than you and this is probably the reason why it can't be
paedagogical enough for me. It may sound funny but it is not. In my age I don't care any more for
spread all over the world (die Welt einzureissen), but to build up the personality unique - that does
not mean to be egocentric or a-social. You will always find that a unitary personality will be the re-
verse. Probably I am mistaken and you can help me to see the things from another point of view.
Anyhow it seems to me as if our opinions differ a lot. So please help me to meet you in one way or an-
other. Just now I remember one event. It happened at a farm - not Gr.Br., but it seems to me there was
Gr.Br.spirit. The bull was taken out to a cow. Everybody stood around looking, talking. Boys of the
farm and men, a young boy and a girl. Well the girl was in charge of the cows. As said, everybody
stood there watching the bull, and everybody stares at the bull as he turned round and took the
younger boy on his horns smashing him down. Nobody moved-except the girl: over the fence running
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towards the raging bull and tearing away from underneath the boy. It was a matter of seconds. After-
wards she grumbled with the other boys, calling them names as reaction to the nerve strain, but that
was much later after she had prepared the meal for the others and everything was done by her as
usual. The boy was slightly injured and recovered in a few days or weeks - I don't know exactly. I
should be glad to know if you find a bit of Gross Breesener spirit in this little occurrence.
   With my best regards to all of you here and everywhere. -                                              Yours,  Thea.

    ILSE GASIOROWSKI : My dear Friends, I am really glad to get in touch with you all again and
will tell you a bit about my present job. Well, it is six months nearly that I left Manor Farm, where I
enjoyed work and life very much together with Scheiers. I did not like to leave there at all, but on the
whole I did not think the work there of so much interest that I would stick to it. I took a poultry
course and soon after I passed the examinations I looked round and found this place (Soya Foods). I t
is just placed between Scheiers and London, so I very often spend week-ends with Scheiers. It is a l -
ways grand. - I will tell you now how I am getting on here. I could not call this a farm here, anyhow i t
was not one when I came here. Now it looks more like one, as we bought nine lovely Jersey calves,
three pigs, a new cowshed had to be built. All this gives it more the impression of a little farm. Two
cows I have to look after and then there is the poultry, not much of it yet, but as we started incubat-
ing some time ago, I got already a good bit more to look after. The next lot in the incubator shall be
duck eggs, which I exchanged against hen eggs with Mrs. Scheier. So far I had good results. This is a
sort of job I would like to carry on with on a larger scale. A difficult point is the feeding of course,
but if one adds plenty of green stuff to the food, also a little bit of Soya-flour which we get from our
factory, it is not too bad.
   Altogether life here is very comfortable and nice. We live just opposite the station, so the connec-
tions to London are very good and usually I am there every week, this makes a good change. Well, so
long - my very best wishes to all of you. -                                                                             Yours Ilse.

   LEUS:   Dear Friends, Stefan's G.B. spirit has come over me too. Specially since all of a sudden,
some of our old friends - Bueh, Toepper and Manfred so far, - have arrived here from the U.S.A. Bueh,
I met some weeks ago; Manfred appeared quite unexpectedly the day before yesterday here in the
hospital. Even after so many years, we could find contact straight away and somehow all the time in
between did not seem to matter much at all. With Toepper I have so far only talked over the Ôphone,
but he hopes to get leave soon and come to London then.
   It is our first attempt to communicate amongst ourselves over here. As far as I can see, we all feel
the same way about it. We shouldn't lose contact and a circular letter is a very good solution. It i s
not quite easy to write about something that will more or less interest everybody. I think, more indi-
vidual subjects should come in the "next issue", after we have learned a little more about each other.
I therefore talk about myself this time.
   I am still nursing in the same hospital. Slowly but surely Traut and I are climbing up the ladder.
By the end of this year, when we sit our final State Exam. we hope to be on the top of it.
   What will happen after that depends to a great deal on the general situation. That is, whether or not
the war will be over by then, and what conditions we'll be having afterwards. Life here in the hospi-
tal is still varied as ever. Exciting, interesting, and full of new experiences one minute; petty, d is-
heartening and quite unbearable an other. On the whole we have been both very lucky. We have been
able to do our training; quite undisturbed by outer circumstances. A thing which not very many peo-
ple can do during our time. With most of them it is the other way round. They are taken out of their
jobs - especially the boys - and the war means a standstill for several years for them. The other day I
went to see Dr. Loewenthal. I don't know whether you remember him and his wife from G.B. Anyhow,
he remembers most of you and was very anxious to hear all the news about you I could give him. He
said, he would like to hear from you all. He is working in Bloomsbury House. I am sure he will be
pleased if you come to him - either by letter or in person - with your questions and doubts. I must
close -  Best regards to all of you,                                                                          Leus.

   GERTE JACOBY writes: I was not in touch with anyone of the Gross-Breesener for a long time and
I thought that you have already forgotten me. Most of the Gross-Breesener have known my parents
better than me, therefore I will give you the only news which I have about them; last March (1943) I
heard through the Red Cross that they have been informed that they will be deported shortly to Ther-
esienstadt; if they ever got there or where they are I don't know; I have never heard a word from them
since.
   As you will know I am in the A.T.S. working as a cook; it is hard work, but I got used to it and ra-
ther like it. In general I feel very lonely; my companions are a type of girls from the slums of the big
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towns, many from the country, but all of them care only for the day, they are not interested in any
subject, you can only talk with them about trivial things of the daily life. Girls who come from a
better family are usually snobs. - The Officers are kind but don't take any personal interest in any
of us. Regarding Army education I am full of praise: what Bondy taught us, regarding discipline,
punctuality, and cleanliness the Army gives us additional training. Besides long and hard working
hours you can have a lot of entertainment and fun. From the point of economics in war-time, army
life is not too bad: you are dressed and fed in the best way and you have not a thing to worry about.

   BUEH writes: Many old Gross-Breeseners asked this question, mostly put to Bo: "What shall we do
when this war is over, when we'll be able to free ourselves from our wartime occupations and the
other restrictions which military necessities have imposed upon us?" My answer is that we become
good at the professions which we have chosen and at the same time good citizens in the fullest sense
of the word. By this I mean an active participation in the community life of our village, home town, or
country. In addition I believe we have some special obligation, that is to come to the aid of our un-
fortunate brethren, who didn't find the opportunity to escape from the Nazi tyranny whether they
are personal friends or otherwise. This can be done in many ways; the first step I'd say is to gain the
goodwill of our neighbours. This can only be done over a long period of time, and it certainly would
be folly to force such an understanding. Your neighbours will of course judge refugees by your own
actions. The next thing we can do is to find a suitable job for the refugee and stand by him in the pe-
riod of readjustment. A few people may feel they can serve better in a rehabilitation program on the
continent. I am afraid there are still some friends who think that I haven't answered their questions.
They are those who will be wondering whether theyÕll be able to find a job for themselves. Though I
have never been unduly optimistic, I think we can safely say there'll be a big requirement for the
products of the soil as well as all kinds of necessities; consequently there'll be a demand for good
farmers. At this time many of us may ask themselves, whether it isn't worth while to go back to col-
lege in order to get some additional technical training; besides there are of course many other things
to be gotten out of college which cannot be measured in dollars and cents.
   It was during my time at Cornell that I became interested seriously in Zionism, because I knew Pal-
estine had offered a home to more refugees than any other country in the world. It is for the same
reason that Palestine by its nature and its people is equipped to provide a better home than most
other countries. It is on these grounds alone that I ask we should support the Zionist movement.
   You will realise of course since I am a soldier, I am above all interested in a speedy victory over
our enemies, but I did want you to know that I am very concerned in regard to the problems of our
people, and it is quite obvious that none of these can be solved positively until we have achieved
final victory.

   JOCHEN writes (January 1944): I am disappointed with some of our friends. I do not condemn
them but all the same I do realise that our ways are parting. Some are content with things as they are,
others like myself are always searching and thinking along new lines to find an answer to the many
questions of life. I do not think that the whole thing boils down to whether one can write letters or
not, because some people can write much better than I, and yet their lines are empty, just forms
without content. However, I don't see what can be done about it, and perhaps one day when we meet
again, we will find that they still mean something to us, and that we have still a lot in common. But
that remains to be seen.
   I entirely agree with you about the attitude of the farmer to his land; but that was not my point ex -
pressed in my letter to the C.L. Its main points were meant to be, to show that economic and scien-
tific changes also produce social changes of which we have to take account, and I have tried to ana-
lyse a few of these modern developments, mainly in the hope that people with different ideas would
reply, and disapprove or approve.
   Perhaps England is a rather bad example as it has found a happy medium between big and small
farms. But that is not so, either on the European nor American, Asian, nor African Continents. In
some states you will find very small holdings on which you simply cannot use any modern machinery
or methods, others are so big, that the men working it have lost touch with the soil and are just an-
other form of factory workers not caring a damn about the farm; and operated by people who look at
farming only as another way of how to make money, regardless of what the consequences are to the
soil. Just look at Russia. Before 1917 one of the most backward farming countries in the whole of the
world. Either big landowners or small farmers. Fields divided by ditches, and again subdivided be-
tween the heirs. And to-day Russia is one of the most advanced agricultural states in the world; and
artificial insemination, vernilisation of wheat and many other achievements we have the Soviets to
thank for. And what the main reason for this sudden advance? Collectivisation of farming and state
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intervention, both supplied the new talents and forces revolutionizing farming over there. - Is the
individual, independent farmer still so, as we imagine him to be? I do not know about England, but I
know that things have changed here in Africa a great deal. Soil and water conservation laws order
him to do this and to abandon that, prevention of diseases still further interfere with the golden
freedom and independence of the individual farmer. Look at experiments like the Tennessee Valley
Scheme.
   I am well and fit, and have just completed the coffee and wheat harvest, and will start lifting pota-
toes in a day or two. My ploughs are preparing the land already for the next maize and potato season.
So I am still pretty busy. I just could not cope with all the work on the farm, so I have bought myself
a very nice pony. Well built and fast, and it is a tremendous help as well as good fun, to ride about
the farm, instead of walking over the large acreage. I also can now easily get to my neighbours, and i t
is more useful than a car these days.

   DR. LOEWENTHAL writes: I am working as social worker and clerk with the Jewish Refugees
Committee at Bloomsbury House, London, now a Government-controlled organisation, being there for
the sixth year, and have gained much experience in many respects. Besides, and in a purely volun-
tary and private capacity, I am closely connected with the "Association of Jewish Refugees in Gt.
Britain" (the leading representation of Jewish Refugees from Germany and Austria), founded in 1941
and working on similar lines as the "American Federation of Jews from Central Europe" (New York)
and the "Association of Refugees'' (Sydney). I take special interest in all matters regarding post-war
relief, and belong to the volunteers of the "Jewish CÕttee for Relief Abroad", one of the private or-
ganisations indirectly connected with "United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration".

    STEFAN KATZ: You see with very few exceptions most of the Gross Breesen people in England
have come back into your memories during the last few minutes, while you have been reading their
letters. And while I sit here and add the last line of greetings to you all it seems as if one face after
the other appears and people who seem normally terribly far away are just as near as those here in
England. Indeed during the last weeks it was a very great pleasure and the true coming of dreams
when one after the other the boys from the U.S. came and we met. Only a few weeks ago I spent a week
in London and out of seven days, there were at least five taken up with meetings and beings-together
of our crowd.
   And before we send this circular letter out, let me once again urge you all to try to keep in closest
contact with all of us and as far as I can see these circular letters are the only way. WeÕll try our
best to get more out, will you do the same?
   And I send you all my very best regards with the following verses, that just came into my head -

They who in panic or mere greed
Enslaved religion, markets, laws
Borrow our language now and bid
Us to speak up in freedom's cause.

It is the logic of our times,
No subject for immortal verse,
That we who lived by honest dreams

                                               Defend the bad against the worse.                                      Yours, Stefan.
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TRAUT FLEISCHER .......................Dulwich Hospital, East Dulwich Grove, London, S.E.22.
HEINZ KOLODSZINSICY .................5, Novar Crescent, Kirkcaldy, Scotland.
INGE FICHMANN ...........................53, Norman Road, Gorse Hill, Swindon, Wiltshire.
THEA WEISSENBERG...................... 2, Wadham Place, Holywell Street, Oxford.
ILSE GASIOROWSKI ......................."Soya Foods", Elstree.
ANNELIESE FRAENKEL ................Park Grove Hospital, Lee, London, S.E.12.
GERTE JACOBY .............................W/268626,  R.A.O.C.CD & L Unit, Tulloch Works,Perth, Scotland.
GERHARD BUEHLER...................... . Pvt. Gerhard Buehler 32936369, A.P.O. ; U.S.Army in Britain.
JOCHEN FEINGOLD ....................... Mbogo Vale Estate, P.O. Songhor, Kenya Colony, Africa.
ERNST G. LOEWENTHAL............... 7, Lyndhurst Road, Hampstead, London, N.W. 3.
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